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BILL 



To facilitate the Recovery of Public Monies advanced for the 
Relief of Distress in Ireland, by the Employment of the 
Labouring Poor. 



[Note. — The Words and Clause printed in Italics are proposed to 
be inserted in the Committee.] 



W I^(£ 3 RCl; 3 ^ an Act was passed in the last Session of Par- 
liament, intituled, “ An’ Act to facilitate the Emplovroent 
of the Labouring Poor, for a limited Period, in the distressed Districts 
in Ireland,” and by the said recited Act provisions were made for the 
5 holding of extraordinary presentment sessions in certain districts in 
Ireland, and authorizing them to make presentments for Public Works 
within the districts for which such sessions were held, and authorizing 
the Commissioners of Public Works iu Ireland, with the approval of 
the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and also authorizing 
10 the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to advance public 
monies in the manner in the said recited Act directed, for the execu- 
tion of such of the said Public Works, or such parts thereof as should 
be approved as in the said Act required, and providing that the said 
Commissioners of Public Works, should cause the execution of such 
15 works; and it is by the said recited Act enacted, that the monies 
from time to time to be advanced, pursuant to the provisions of the 
said Act, by the Commissioners of Her Majesty s Treasury, for the 
execution of any works under the said Act, in any county, county of 
a city or county of a town, shall be repaid by Grand Jury present- 
ments, by half-yearly instalments, not less than Four and not exceed- 
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ing Twenty in number, as the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury shall direct, with interest at the rate of Three Pounds Ten 
Shillings per centum per annum, and to be raised and levied in the 
manner thereinafter mentioned off the respective baronies or half- 
baronies, county of a city or county of a town in respect whereof the 5 
works shall have been presented ; and it is also thereby enacted that 
any sum of money so to be raised and levied shall be charged upon 
and applotted, raised and levied upon and from the occupiers of and 
other persons rateable in respect of lands and hereditaments within 
such barony, half-barony, county of a city or county of a town respec- jq 
tiveiy, and rated under the then last preceding rate or rates made or 
from time to time made in respect of the same under the provisions 
of an Act of the first and second years of Her present Majesty, inti- 
tuled, “An Act for the more effectual Relief of the destitute Poor 
in Ireland," and any Act amending the same, and shall be payable 
by the respective rate-payers, in manner in the said recited Act pro- 
vided : 

And whereas an Act was passed in the present Session of Parlia- 
10, ment, intituled, “An Act to render valid certain Proceedings for the 
Relief of Distress in Ireland by Employment of the Labourintr Poor, 20 
and to indemnify those w-ho have acted in such Proceedings,” whereby, 
after reciting the said first-recited Act, and that, by reason of the 
great increase of distress in Ireland, it became necessary to provide 
further means of employing the labouring poor, and reciting that 
certain of the proceedings had in relation to presentments made at 25 
sessions held under the said first-recited Act, were not in strict con- 
formity with the provisions of the said first-recited Act, it is amongst 
other things enacted, that such proceedings should in certain cases be 
made valid ; and further, that presentments made at presentment 
sessions, alter the Fifth day of October One thousand eight hundred 30 
and Forty-six, of works other than works of drainage and subsoiling, 
to be executed in the several electoral divisions, or parts of electoral 
divisions, within the barony, half-barony, county of a city or county 
of a town, for which such sessions shall have been held, should be 
rendered valid ; and that any sum of money mentioned in any pre- 35 
sentment made at any such sessions held after the Fifth day of 
October then last, and before the passing of the said Act, or 
so much thereof as has been or shall be expended in or about 
tbe works executed or to be executed under such presentments, 
shall be charged upon the barony, half-barony, county of a 40 
city, or county of a town, for which such sessions were held, 
or upon the electoral division, or part thereof, situate within 
such barony, half-barony, county of a city, or county of a town 
respectively, within which such work shall have been or shall be 
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executed, as shall be determined by the Commissioners of Public 
Works, by an instrument under the hands and seals of any Two of 
them, subject to such appeal to the Lord Lieutenant and to such deter- 
mination of the Lord Lieutenant thereupon as in the said Act is 
5 provided, aud provision is thereby made for levying such monies 
accordingly : 



And whereas the failure of the potato crop in Ireland was more 
general, and caused a greater amount of destitution than was antici- 
pated at the time of the passing of the said first-recited Act, so that in 
to consequence thereof famine prevailed in many parts of Ireland, and 
large sums of public money have been advanced by the Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury under and for the purposes of the said 
recited Acts, and it is expedient that the repayment of am moiety 
of the said public monies advanced as aforesaid, and expended in 
15 manner aforesaid for the relief of such distress, skouU, mtwith- 
standtng any thing in the said recited Acts, he remitted-. And 
whereas it is also expedient to make further provision for the levy 
and collection of the other moiety of the said sums so advanced 
and expended, with the interest thereon, in manner hereinafter 
20 mentioned; it tljmfoci: CnactEd, by Tlie QUEEN’s most 

Excellent Majestv, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords .Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, THAT the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland shall, before the Spring 
25 Assizes in the year One thousand eight hundred and Forty-eigkt, and 
in the case of the county of Dublin before the presenting term of the 
said year, ascertain tlie total sums of public money advanced and 
expended within each county, county of a city and county of a town 
in Ireland, in each barony, half-barony, electoral division, part of an 
3 » electoral division or district thereof (as the case may be), in or about 
the execution of works under the provisions of the said recited Acts, or 
either of them (save and except works of drainage or subsoiling 
referred to and provided for in the said secondly recited Act), aud 
shall certify the amount so ascertained to the Commissioners of Her 
35 Majesty’s Treasury. 

And be it Enacted, That One Moiety of the total sums so ascertained 
and certified to the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to have 
been expended under the provisions of the said Acts, or either of them, 
shall be deemed to be a grant from the Consolidated Fund of the United 
40 Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and shall not be liable to be 
repaid thereto, any thing in the said recited Acts to the contrary 
^oticithstanding. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That the other Moiety of the sums so ascertained 
and certifiei!, together with the interest thereon, shall be repaid in the 
manner hereinafter mentioned, and for such purpose the said Commis- 
sioners of Public Works shall ascertain the amount of the interest at 
the rate of Three Vounds Ten Shillings per centum per annum on the 5 
moiety of the sums so ascertained and certified, calculating the same 
from the Fifteenth day of Jugust One thousand eight hundred and 
Forty-seven, up to the First day of March One thousandeight hundred 
and Forty-eight, and shall add such amount of interest in each case 
to the Moiety of the principal sums so ascertained and certified, and 10 
the compound sums so made up shall be by them certified to the 
respective Secretaries of Grand Juries as hereinafter mentioned. 

and whereas it is expedient that the compound sums of principal 
and interest so ascertained as last aforesaid should, with the interest to 
accrue during their repayment, be discharged and paid i)y equal instal- 15 
ments by way of annuity ; BE it therefore Enacted, That for every sum 
of One hundred Pounds of each such compound sum, there shall be paid 
as hereinafter provided, an annuity of T'wdve Pounds, and so in pro- 
j)ortion for any lesser sum during the period of Ten Years, and such 
annuity shall be charged u[)on the barony, half-barony, electoral 20 
division, part of an electoral division, district, county of a city or 
county of a town (as the case may be) in respect of v^hich the said 
Commissioners shall, as hereinafter provided, certify the same to be 
due, and such annuity shall be payable by instalment each year, One 
such instalment at each successive assizes, until Tivcnty instalments 25 
shall have been paid, and the First of the same being payable at the 
Bummer Assizes in the year One thousand eight hundred and Forty- 
eight'. Provided always, That in the case of the county of Dublin 
such instalments shall be payable at the successive periods limited for 
the payment of llie respective Moieties of Grand Jury cess for such 30 
county, the first of such instalments being paid at the period limited 
for the payment of tlie first Moiely of such Grand Jury cess alter the 
presenting term of the year One thousand tight hundred and Forty- 
eight. 



Commission- And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners of Public Works 35 
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town, the Moiety thereof repayable as aforesaid, with the amount of 
interest on such Moiety so calculated to the First of March One thou- 
sand eight hundred and Foriy-dgU, and the instalment of annuity 
payable at each assizes as aforesaid, in discharge of such compound 
5 sum of principal and interest ; and such certificate shall be in such 
form as the Commissioners of Public Works shall, with the sanction 
of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, think fit and suitable 
to the circumstances of the case; and shall have, in a Schedule 
thereto annexed, and to be deemed a part of the same, a statement of 
10 the proportion of such respective sums of monies which shall so have 
been expended in, and the Moiety thereof, with interest as aforesaid, 
and the instalment of annuity as aforesaid chargeable upon and pay- 
able by each or any barony, haif-barony, electoral division, part of an 
electoral division or district (as the case may be) within such county, 
15 county of a city or county of a town; and such certificate and 
Schedule annexed thereto shall be signed by Two or more of the said 
Commissioners, and shall be printed and published, and copies thereof 
shall be furnished to the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, and 
also any person requiring the same, on payment of a sum not exceed- 
20 ing 21 iree-pence for each such copy. 



And be it Enacted, That each such Secretary of the Grand Jury 
shall lay such certificate before the Grand Jury of the county, county 
of a city or county of a town to which the same shall relate at the 
said Spring Assizes, or (in the case of the county of Dublin) at the 
35 presenting term in the year One thousand eight hundred and 
Forty-eight ; and it shall be lawful for each such Grand Jury, and they 
are respectively hereby required, without any application to present- 
ment sessions, to present the total compound sum of principal and 
interest, specified in such certificate to be payable as aforesaid by 
30 or out of such county, county of a city or county of a town, and 
that the same shall be discharged by the payment of such instal- 
ment of annuity as in such certificate specified, at each of the next 
succeeding assizes, until such instalments shall have been paid; 

each such instalment of annuity to be raised and levied off the respec- 
35 tive baronies, half-baronies, electoral divisions, parts of electoral 
divisions or districts, as the case may be, specified in such certificate, 
in the several proportions therein specified vvith respect to the same, 
or otf the county of a city or county of a town, as the case may be : 
Provided always, That if the Grand Jury of any such county, county 
40 of a city or county of a town, shall fail to present the said sums aud 
instalments, as mentioned in such certificate, the Treasurer of such 
county, county of a city or county of a town, and (in the case of the 
county of Dublin) the Finance Committee, shall, and is and are hereby 
required, at the time of issuing the warrants for levying Grand Jury 
575. B cess, 
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cess, after the said Spring Assizes or presenting term in the year One 
thousand eight hundred and Forty-eight, and after each succeeding 
assizes or presenting term, until Twenty such instalments shall have been 
paid, to insert theamounc of such instalment or instalments of annuity in 
a separate warrant to be by him or them issued for the levy of the same, 5 
as if such sums had been presented by such Grand J ury, such amount of 
instalment to be raised and levied iu the manner and proportions in 
the said certificate specified as aforesaid: Provided always, That in 
the case of the county of Dublin the Finance Committee of the said 
county shall, in each such separate warrant to be issued by them as 10 
aforesaid, insert the amount of Two such instalments, one instalment 
to be levied within the period limited for the payment of One Moiety 
of Grand Jury cess in such county after each presenting term, and 
the other instalment within the period limited for the payment of the 
other Moiety of such Grand Jury cess. 15 

And be it Enacted, That any such sum of money to be from time to 
time raised and levied off any barony, half-barony, electoral division, 
part of an electoral division, district, county of a city or county of a 
town as aforesaid, shall be charged upon and applotted, raised aud 
levied upon and from the occupiers of, and other persons rateable in 20 
respect of lands and hereditaments within such barony, half-barony, 
electoral division, part of an electoral division, district, county of a 
city or county of a town respectively, and .rated under the then last 
preceding rate or rates made, or from time to time made in respect of 
the same, under the provisions of an Act passed in the first and second 25 
years of the feign of Her present Majesty, for the more effectual 
Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland, and the several Acts amend- 
ing the same, and shall be payable by the respective rate-payers who 
under the said last preceding rate or rates shall have paid or contri- 
buted, or been liable to pay or contribute rate in respect of property in 30 
such barony, half-barony, electoral division, part of an electoral divi- 
sion, district, county of a city or county of a town, according to the 
several valuations and proportions according to which respectively 
such last preceding rate or rates shall have been so made, charged 
upon and payable by the rate-payers in respect of such land or here- 35 
ditaments respectively; and any such sum of money shall be 
applotted, assessed and levied by the respective High Constable or 
Collector of Grand Jury cess for or in such barony, half-barony or 
place, as a poundage assessment, equally upon the net annual value 
of the several lauds and hereditaments within such barony, half- 40 
barony, electoral division, part of an electoral division, district or 
county of a city or county of a town respectively rated as aforesaid, 
as such net annual value shall have been stated in such last preceding 
rate or valuation as aforesaid ; and on receipt of the respective County 

Treasurer’s 
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Treasurer’s warrant as aforesaid, such High Constable or Gollecfor is 
hereby authorized and required to- levy the money therein menfioned, 
and to give to the parties paying the same separate duplicate receipts 
therefor, which shah not be subject to stamp-duty ; and such money Powms of 
5 shall and may be collected and levied, sued for and recovered by such 
and tho same ways and means, arrd within the same times as any 
Grand Jury cess, or the money ap plotted on the several persons 
liable’ to pay any Grand Jury cess, or any rate for the relief of the 
destitute poor, may be collected and levied, and wkh li-ke powers, 

10 authorities and privileges to any such Collector as in case of the levy- 
ing of any Grand Jury cess or any rate for the relief of the destitute 
poor in Ireland; and the several clauses, provisions, powers arid- 
authorities in the said first-recited Act contained with respect to the 
monies to be raised and levied under the same, and the Collectors 
15 thereof, and their powers, proceedings and duties, and the obtaining 
copies of rates and valuations, and any penalty in respect of the same, 
and with respect to any deduction to be made from any rent in 
respect of any assessment under the said Act, and also the several 
provisions and powers of the said Acts for the more effectual Relief 
20 of the Destitute Poor in Ireland, with respect to anv such deduction^ 

• to be made from rent, shall be extended and applied to the monies' 
assessed, raised or levied under the provisions of this Act ; and the; 
several words and expressions to which an extended meani'ngis given in 
the said first-recited Act, shall include the like significatioHS in this Act-. 



25 And be it Enacted, That the Treasurer of each such county, county 
of a city or county of a town, or the Finance Committee (as the case 
may be), shall from time to time pay at each assizes, and in the 
county of Dublin at the respective times of paying in Grand Jury 
cess, the monies raised and levied in respect of each such instalment 
30 of annuity, to the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, on account 
of repayments under the said recited Acts and this Act, and by him 
shall be paid over to the said Consolidated Fund, in such manner as 
the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury shall direct. 
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35 And be it Enacted, That in any case in which by reason of the suppi«nentel 
pendency of any appeal from the decision of the Commissioners of 
Public Works, under the provisions of the said secondly recited Act, 
or for any other reason, the said Commissioners may be prevented 
from giving their certificate to the Secretary of the Grand Jury of 
40 any county, county of a city or county of a town, before the said 
Spring Assizes or presenting term in the year One thousand eight 
hundred and Forty-eighty or from including in any such certificate 
any particular portion or portions of the monies required to be pre- 
575. C seated 
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sented by such Grand Jury and levied within such county, county of 
^ city or county of a town, under the provisions of the said recited 
Acts or either of them, it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners 
in their certificate, if any, to specify the particular barony, half- 
barony, electoral division, part of an electoral division or district, the 5 
expenditure for which as aforesaid is not included therein, and their 
said certificate shall nevertheless be as good and valid for the sums of 
money contained therein as if it had included all the sums of money 
which might have been included therein as aforesaid ; and it shall be 
lawful for the said Commissioners, before the Summer Assizes or 10 
presenting term in the year One thousand eight hundred and Forty- 
eight, or any subsequent assizes or presenting term, to transmit to the 
Secretary of the Grand Jury of such county, county of a city or 
county of a town, a supplemental certificate, containing the residue of 
the sum or sums of money to be presented, raised and levied therein 15 
under the provisions of the said recited Acts or either of them, or an 
original certificate for the whole of such monies, as the case may be, 
and such certificate or supplemental certificate shall be laid before 
such Grand Jury at such assizes or presenting term, who shall pre- 
sent for the monies specified in the same, in manner hereinbefore pro- 20 
vided, and the several provisions hereinbefore contained shall apply . 
and be extended to such certificate or supplemental certificate, and to 
the monies specified therein, in like manner as in the case of any 
other certificate under the provisions of this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 
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